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Presidential welcome
It is a privilege to us to present our joint bid of Austria, Switzerland and Hungary to host the 2024 
WOMEN’S EHF EURO. 

It would not be a bold thing to say that the 2024 Women’s championship will go down in history.
Not only because this will be the first time when 24 participating team will compete against each 
other but it could also be the first occasion for the event to be hosted in 3 different countries.
This trendsetting format of a handball EURO can create an unforgettable event for players, 
sponsors, journalists and fans all over Europe. 

First of all, we would like to make one thing crystal clear: our commitment to make women’s 
handball recognized and beloved throughout Europe. We would like express our determination to 
organize the biggest Handball Euro Championship ever. The three countries will prove their high 
standards of organization like we have already done numerous times in the past. 

We do believe that our undiminished desire to promote women’s handball and Austria, Switzerland 
and Hungary’s individual strengths in various fields combined together make us a powerful 
candidate to host the Women’s EHF EURO 2024.

SEE YOU
IN 2024
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STRONGERTOGETHER
In a handball team, players work together to achieve a common goal. This requires different roles 
with different skills. You can rely on these; you always know what to expect from each other. This is 
how a great team works.

We are the same. 3 different countries with 3 different strengths, working as a team towards a 
common goal: to promote and celebrate women’s handball with a unique event. 

We strongly believe that all of our different roles are needed to create something great in 2024.

You can trust on the world-famous punctuality of the Swiss people, the aimed of all things Austrian, 
and the passionate creativity of Hungarians. It is a constellation aims towards perfection.

With our strengths combined, you can rest assured that the EHF 2024 Women’s European Handball 
Championship will be unforgettable, because we are stronger together.
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SUPPORT LETTERS

 

 

 
European Handball Federation  
Hoffingergasse 18 
1120 Wien  
 
 
Supporting Letter - Application for EHF Women’s EURO 2024 
 
 
Dear Mr. President,  
Dear members of the Executive Committee, 
 
 
Austria is one of the most acknowleded countries as organizer of international sports events and is proving year 
after year its hospitality and professional infrastructure for the best sportswomen and men in the world. 
 
Our country is also well known as host of major handball events as the men’s EURO 2010 and several YAC European 
Championhips have been held in Austria during the last years. With pleasure we are looking forward to be part of 
the EHF men’s EURO which will take place in Januray 2020 in Sweden, Norway and Austria.  
 
As a next step the Austrian Handball Federation is working on a common application with our neighbour countries 
Hungary and Switzerland for the EHF women’s EURO 2024 – the first women’s EURO to be organized with 24 
participating countries. 
 
This application shows the role of Austria as a conjunctive coutry in the heart of Europe: Togehter with our friends 
from Hungary and Switzerland the hosting countries are connecting eastern and western as well as nothern and 
southern Europe and are therefore acting as perfect host for all teams, officials, sponsors, media representatives 
and fans in the middle of Europe! 
 
The matches in Austria are planned to be carried out at „Olympiahalle Innsbruck“, a hall with a long tradition in 
hosting sports events, a city with is used to organize major sports events and the region of Tyrol which is famous as 
a host of huge international sports events as the recent UCI cycling World Championships in Innsbruck 2018 and the 
FIS Nordic World Ski Championships in Seefeld 2019 showed.  
 
The Austrian Handball Federation, the region of the Tyrol and the city of Innsbruck would be looking forward to 
hosting the 2024 EHF European Championship and to welcome eight of the best women’s national teams of 
Europe!    
 
With best regards  
 

AUSTRIAN HANDBALL FEDERATION 

 
Vienna, 9 September 2019 
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WHAT MAKES 
US UNIQUE

Austria
YOU CAN ALWAYS EXPECT PREMIUM QUALITY FROM 
THIS TEAM MEMBER!
Just as the Alps don’t stop at the border, the same solid values 
and punctuality surround the traveller all across Austria. Keen on 
sustainability, Austrians always put effort into delivering quality
results regardless of the field of activity. And you can trust it
will be so in the future.

Switzerland
YOU CAN RELY ON THE FAMOUS PUNCTUALITY OF 
THIS TEAM MEMBER!
For centuries, reliability has been a connotation of all things
Swiss from the punctuality or their timepieces through the
sharpness of their knives to the taste of their chocolate.
It may sound stereotypical but the basis of all are
exist within the Swiss people: always striking for
perfection. For this reason, you may rest
assured that every given task will be
handled with the exact same
perfectionism.

In our team, trust is a key word. No matter where we come from or what our skills are, this is 
a value we all share.

To organize the flagship event of women’s handball, it is essential to have a truly solid 
team you can rely on. Bids are submitted, visions are laid down, numbers are outlined, and 
assurances are made in more than four years prior to the event. Ultimately, trust is something 
that’s equally important for the host countries, and in terms of trust, it is guaranteed that we 
are capable of living up to the expectations and to exceed them.

Hungary
YOU CAN TRUST IN THE PASSIONATE ATTITUDE OF 
THIS TEAM MEMBER!
Though the Alps do stop at the border and punctuality may not be the 
the first characteristic that comes to the mind regarding Hungarians, you 
can trust that even a given word is as good as a contract here. Passion 
can deliver the same results as calculated precision, even if through 
different paths but the result is the same. Things will be done with wits 
and heart.

This team is bound together by their combined strengths and their 
mutual trust. This is what we can offer and this is why you can rest 
assured that the EHF 2024 Women’s European Handball Championship 
will be in the hands of a worthy team.
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Switzerland
Switzerland hosted the Men’s EURO 2006 and though the women’s national never qualified 
for a EURO or World Championship, this summer saw the U19/20 national team qualify for 
both the 2020 World Championships and the EURO 2021, and the U17 national team will take 
part in the EURO 2021 as well.

With faith in the young generations, Switzerland looks forward to EURO 2024 with an
up-and-coming handball scene of steadfast determination to reach for the stars.

Hungary
The Hungarians’ aim goes beyond merely paying tribute to the game of handball. Hungary 
is a popular choice with international federations for hosting numerous world-class sports 
events; the country hosted over thirty senior European or World Championship events in the 
last seven years. Together with Austria and Switzerland, the three countries will host more 
than a dozen European Championships, World Cups or World Championships among them 
between now and 2024. Budapest currently holds the title ‘European Capital of Sport 2019’.

Proven capability 
of delivery
We have organized dozens of world-class sports events in recent years. It is 
no coincidence that among the designed venue cities Budapest was awarded 
the title ‘European Capital of Sport’ in 2019.

Austria
Austria has a big tradition in organizing major handball events. Starting in 
2005, the Austrian Handball Federation hosted 5 YAC EURO events (W17 
EURO 2005, M20 EURO 2006, M18 EURO 2012, M20 EURO 2014, M18 
Championship 2018) and the successful Men’s EURO 2010.

At the moment, Austria is working hard to stage – together with its friends 
from Sweden and Norway to stage the biggest EURO ever: the Men’s EURO 
2020. In addition, the preparations for the M20 EURO (to be hosted as the 
first ever cross-border YAC-event together with Italy in summer 2020)

are also in progress. 

During all its events, Austria proved to be a great host offering perfect 
conditions for all participating teams, officials, fans, and media 

representatives. Its well-equipped playing arenas are combined with 
top international standard accommodation, while its professional

OC teams are organizing top events to remember.  
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MAJOR RECENT 
SPORT EVENTS

Austria
EHF Men’s EURO
Youth Olympic Games
UCI Cycling World Championship
IFSC Climbing World Championships
FIS Alpine Nordic World Championship
FIS Alpine World Cup „Hahnenkamm“ Races
FIS Ski Jumping Competition „Bergisel“

Switzerland
Athletissima
CHI de Genève
Engadin Ski Marathon
FIS Cross Country World Cup Davos Nordic
FIS Ski World Cup
FIS Ski Jumping World Cup
Grand Prix of Bern
Int. Lauberhorn race Wengen
J. Safra Sarasin Swiss Open
Jungfrau Marathon
Longines CSIO St. Gallen
Lucerne Regatta
Omega European Masters
Spengler Cup
Tour de Suisse
World Class Zurich
YONEX Badminton Swiss Open

Hungary
Table Tennis World Championship 2019
World Fencing Championships 2019
European Water Polo Championships 2014
World Modern Pentathlon Championships 2019
World Judo Championship 2017
Kayak-Canoe World Championships 2019
European Youth Olympic Festival 2017
LEN European Aquatics Championships 2006/2010/2012/2020
FINA World Junior Swimming Championships 2019
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Austria
Bregenz Handball
Winner of Austrian Championship (nine times)

Switzerland
Kadetten Schaffhausen
Winner of Swiss Campionship
(twenty two times)
2nd at EHF Cup

Hungary
Telekom Veszprém
2nd at EHF Champions League (four times)
Winner of EHF Cup Winners’ Cup
SEHA League Champion
Győri Audi ETO KC
Winner of EHF Champions League (four times)
2nd at EHF Cup Winners’ Cup
2nd at EHF Cup (four times)

Ferencváros
2nd at EHF Champions League (twice)
Winner of EHF Cup Winners’ Cup (three times)
Winner of EHF Cup

Pick Szeged
EHF Champions League quarter-finals
Winner of EHF Cup
Semi-finalist of EHF Cup Winners’ Cup

LC Brühl 
Winner of Swiss Campionship (thirty one times)
Winner of Swiss Cup (ten times)
EHF CUP quarter-finals

Hypo Niederösterreich 
Winner of Austrian championship (forty-two times)
Winner of Women EHF Champions League (eight times)
Winner of EHF Cup Winners’ Cup

Austria
Women’s National Team
6th/5th/5th at Olympic Games (1984, 1992, 2000)
3rd at EURO 1996
3rd at World Championship (1999)
Men’s National Team
9th at European Championship (2010)
2nd at World Chamionship (1938)

Switzerland
Men’s National Team
12th at EURO (2004)
7th at Olympic Games Atlanta (1996)
4th at World Chamionship (1993)
11th at World Championship (1986)

Hungary
Women’s National Team
2nd at Olympic Games (2000)
World Champion (1965)
European Champion (2000)
Men’s National Team
4th at Olympic Games (1980, 1988, 2004, 2012)
2nd at World Championship (1986)
6th at EURO (1998)

INTERNATIONAL 
HANDBALL RESULTS

NATIONAL HANDBALL 
CLUB RESULTS
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YEAR WINNER 2. 3. 4.

2014 Győri Audi ETO
(HUN)

Buducnost
(MNE)

HC Vardar
(MKD)

FC Midtjylland 
(DEN)

2015 Buducnost
(MNE)

Larvik HK
(NOR)

HC Vardar
(MKD)

Dinamo Szinara 
(RUS)

2016 CSM Bucuresti
(ROU)

Győri Audi ETO 
(HUN)

HC Vardar
(MKD)

Buducnost
(MNE)

2017 Győri Audi ETO
(HUN)

HC Vardar
(MKD)

CSM Bucuresti 
(ROU)

Buducnost
(MNE)

2018 Győri Audi ETO
(HUN)

HC Varda
 (MKD)

CSM Bucuresti 
(ROU)

Rostov-Don
(RUS)

2019 Győri Audi ETO
(HUN)

Rostov-Don
(RUS)

Vipers Kristiansand 
(NOR)

Metz HB
(FRA)

The beginnings
The European Handball Federation placed a bid to create – on the model 
of the Men’s Championship League – a two-day clash (FINAL4) to decide 
which is the top women’s club team of the continent. The EHF accepted the 
Hungarian bid and by altering the competition rules, the first ever Women’s 
Championship League took place in 2014 at Papp László Sportarena, with 
the official event title of WOMEN’S EHF FINAL4. From 2014 to 2019 this
event was consecutively held in the joint organization of the EHF and HHF
at the same venue.

The most popular handball

event in Hungary
The event draws large crowds and sells out tribunes with a a constant 
growth in the number of international visitors (in 2019, 46% of the spectators 
of the event arrived from outside of Hungary). Ticket sales show growing 
interest; available seats are sold out in the early stages of the sales period. 

The last WOMEN’S EHF FINAL4 was technically a sold-out event one 
month prior to its date.

  Spectator numbers
  2014: 10,500

  2015: 10,000
  2016: 12,000

  2017: 12,500
 2018: 12,500

 2019: 12,500

The next five years
The European Handball Federation, EHF Marketing GmbH and the Hungarian Handball 
Federation signed a new contract in July 2019, confirming that this benchmark event in 
women’s indoor sport will stay in Budapest through to 2024.

The seventh edition of the DELO WOMEN’S EHF FINAL4 will take place on 9-10 May 2020.

WOMENS FINAL4
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Austria
2020 EHF Men’s EURO
2020 EHF Men’s 20 EURO 
FIS Alpine World Cup „Hahnenkamm“ Races 
FIS Ski Jumping Competition „Bergisel“ 

HUNgary
2019 Pentathlon World Championship 
2019 V4 Future Sport Festival
2020 Swimming, Open Water, Diving-, 
2020 and High Diving European Championship
2020 Water Polo European Championship
2020 World Archery Championships Indoor
2020 Judo Grand Slam
2020 Football European Championship
2020 FINA Shourt Course World Cup Hungarian race
2020 American Football World Championship
2020 Fina Junior World Championship
2021 FINA Shourt Course World Cup Hungarian race
2021 Junior Men’s Handball World Championship
2021 U21 Football European Championship
2021 Powerlifter European Championship
2022 Men’s Handball European Championship
2022 Karate World Championship
2022 Judo World Championship
2023 Athletics World Championship

Switzerland
2019 World Championship Floorball Women, Neuchatel
2020 Olympic Youth Games, Lausanne 
2020 World Championship Ice hockey Men, Zurich and Lausanne
2020 World Championship Road Cycling, Aigle/Martigny
2020 IAAF Athletics Diamond League Final, Zurich
2021 Winter Universiade, Lucerne
2021 IAAF Athletics Diamond League Final, Zurich
2022 World Championship Floorball Men, Zurich
2022 IAAF Athletics Diamond League Final, Zurich
2024 World Championship Road Cycling, Zurich

FUTURE
SPORTS EVENTS 21



Switzerland
In 2015, women’s handball in Switzerland stood at the crossroads of either 
stopping activities and doing only a minimum, or starting to invest in order
to be internationally competitive within 10 years.

 • The strategic board decided to invest in women’s handball.
 •  The first step was to invest in our best talents and create an elite squad. 

In addition to the national team camps, the best players from all YAC 
teams trained together and had and still have additional camps together.

 •  The second step is the academy, which will start in summer 2020. In 
total 16 players will live, train and study under the same roof under highly 
professional conditions, from Monday to Friday. On the weekend they 
will play for their clubs.

 •  The third step would be the EURO in 2024 in order to secure participation 
in of the tournament.

As a result, the EURO 2024 is an important chapter in Swiss concept. If 
Switzerland had a part of the tournament, it could fire up Swiss people up 
about women’s handball. And that is one of Switzerlands main targets until 
2025: having a lot more female handball players in Switzerland.

HUNGARY
The history of the Hungarian women’s national team is full of success. Hungary is the only 
non-Scandinavian team, who has ever won the women’s EHF-EURO tournament. The team 
became European champion in 2000, and won bronze in 1998 and 2004. The successes of 
Hungary began in the late fifties with a silver medal in the World Championship in 1957, The 
team was crowned world champions in 1965, and won further medals until 1982. The new 
golden-era started in the mid-nineties; Hungary was one of the most successful teams in 
women’s handball between 1995 and 2005. From 1993 to 2011, Hungary participated in all, 
tournaments including Olympic Games, world championships, and EHF EURO tournaments, 
and it permanently finished in the first six places between 1998 and 2006. Since the start of 
women’s EHF EURO, the Hungarian team has qualified for all the tournaments.
 
After the participation at the 2008 Olympics in Beijing and reaching the semi-finals, the 
Women’s National Team of Hungary missed out on the Olympic Games in London 2012 and 
in Rio de Janeiro 2016. Three years ago, Danish Kim Rasmussen became the head coach of 
the team. Previously, he led the Polish girls into the semi-finals of the World Championship 
both in 2013 and 2015 and won the EHF Champions League with CSM Bucuresti in 2016. 

With the arrival of the Scandinavian coach, Hungary started building a new team employing a 
new work style with many young players, including the members of the U20 World Champion 
team of 2018. 

In 2018, Hungary finished at the 7th position in the European Championship, beating Spain, 
Croatia, Germany and Romania. 

The clear goal of the team is to finish in the first seven position in Japan 2019 and to qualify 
for the Olympic qualification tournament in 2020.

The host countries have different historical backgrounds. Especially when it comes 
to handball. Hungary and have already earned a high position in women’s handball 
thanks to their numerous international victories, while the Swiss are starting to 
embrace this honorable tradition. However, all three countries share a vision in 
common, which is to give women’s handball the attention and popularity it truly 
deserves, and, more importantly, to encourage the youth to pursue a professional 
career in handball. 

Austria
Austria has a very long and successful tradition in women’s handball: 
lead by the players of the former top-club Hypo NÖ the Austrian 
national team participated in 3 Olympic Games (1984, 1992, 2000) 
and won two bronze medals at major events (EURO 1996, WCh 1999). 

After several years, the landscape in Austrian women’s handball 
has changed and the federation has began striking new paths. 
The academies have been strengthened and the focus now lies on 
the individual education of young talents to enable them to pursue 
successful playing careers in one of the top-leagues of Europe. In the 
meantime, around 20 national players are spread among the clubs of 
Europe to play there as professionals.  

Beside the bronze medal of the W19 national team in 2011, the 
qualification of both, the W17 and W19 national teams, to the YAC 
World Championships in 2020 shows that the work with the young 
female talents raises hopes to a successful future of women‘s 

handball in Austria.

The EURO 2024 taking place partly in Austria could give 
women’s handball an enormous boost: not only does it the 

key players of the national team an unrivaled opportunity at 
the peak of their handball career, it also gives YAC players 

enormous motivation to work on their skills and to push 
their international careers. Hosting the EURO would 

help to rise the public interest in women’s handball to 
the level it strongly deserves.

VISION
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All three countries are established tourist destinations. Budapest
recently gained number two ranking in the ‘Best Cities in the
World’ category of the Condé Nast Readers’ Choice Awards.
Its appeal continues to gain momentum; the UN World Tourism
Organization recently reported that, during 2015, tourism in
Budapest grew at four times the average European rate: the fastest 
growth in Europe

Our countries are renowned for their warm hospitality, as well as
the high quality of their visitor infrastructure and services. This
combination will provide all stakeholders, participants and partners 
with the opportunity to enjoy a truly unique experience. 

Through their attractive mix of stunning geography and architecture, 
historic and cultural foundations, modern, cutting edge creative 
sector and overall compact size, the cities are ideal locations to host 
the EURO. The three host countries together have an ample
number of neighbours, which further boost the event’s
influence and capability to engage entire nations.

Thanks to our territorial characteristics, together we represent a
regional base capable of promoting handball in eleven neighboring
countries and conveying the message to more than 300 million
sport fans in the Western and Central European region.

In accordance with EHF’s efforts to broaden the core audience of
handball, we strive to address the younger European generation
with our communication to attract them and make them 
emotionally engaged to this fantastic sport.

NEW AUDIENCES
We are located in the heart of continental Europe, linked to each other, forming a bridge 
between Western and Central Europe. It is a region, which has just previously hosted the 
Men’s European Championship (2020, Austria with Sweden and Norway), and represents
a significant growth market. 
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Recruitment of volunteers will be conducted through sports clubs and 

university physical education faculties. Of the students surveyed at 

the Hungarian Sports Federation University (MEFS), 94% signalled a 

willingness to volunteer during major sport events. Candidates will

also be identified through the volunteering program embedded

in the Hungarian high school curriculum.

The current school program requires every Hungarian student to 

undertake a designated number of hours of voluntary community 

work annually. The enthusiasm of youngsters in Austria, 

Switzerland and Hungary will ensure high turnout

of volunteers.

Participating as a volunteer in a big sport event is always a very grateful job

to do. All the host countries are known for their adventurous youth. Even coming 

from different backgrounds, they share the same willingness to support good 

causes. The particular knowledge each individual owns can be combined into 

one to reach a greater goal. Volunteering does not only provide them with

a lifelong experience, but teaches them how to work together as a team. 

Sports and sports events have the potential to impact our society in both positive and 

negative ways. The ability of a sport federation or organization to balance the economic, 

environmental and social impact of their activities, including events they host, organize or 

govern is critical to the future development of their sport. We are living on this planet as if we 

had another one to go to. 

Now more than ever, sports managers and event organizers have the opportunity to 

harness sports for the benefit of society, and by doing so, contribute to their organizations’ 

bottom line.

We are not only stronger, but smarter together!

ACTIVE
VOLUNTEERING

SUSTAINABILITY
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HOST CITIES
AUSTRIA I INNSBRUCK
The morning sun bathes the grey peaks of the mountains in a golden light.

A sight that brings a sparkle to the eyes of visitors and locals alike. In Innsbruck, 

the mountains are constant companions, even when you are standing at the 

heart of the fifth-largest city of Austria. 

Innsbruck, the capital of Tyrol, offers an exceptional setting where city, culture, 

nature and sports come together to delight anyone who wants to explore, enjoy 

and be inspired. 

Innsbruck is an internationally renowned winter and summer sports center, 

and hosted the 1964 and 1976 Winter Olympics as well as the 1984 and 

1988 Winter Paralympics. Innsbruck also organized the first Winter Youth 

Olympics in 2012. 

The regional handball federation of Tyrol – together with the Austrian Handball 

Federation – is a very experienced organizer of major handball events: in 1998 

and 2006 M20 EUROs took place in Innsbruck and in 2010 the city hosted a 

preliminary and a main round group of the successful men’s EURO in Austria.

Beside several EURO and WCh qualification games for women and men the 2018 

EHF masters event was organized in Innsbruck and the preparations for the M20 

EURO, which will be hosted together with the Italian Handball Federation in July 

2020, are in good progress.

Innsbruck has an international airport, it means Innsbruck is only 1 hour flight 

from Frankfurt. Innsbruck train station the flight to e.g. 1 hour to Frankfurt and 

due to the train station Innsbruck can be reached etc. in 2 hrs from Munich,

5 hrs from Milano, 3:30 from Zurich.
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SWITZERLAND I BASEL
A traditional Swiss city on the border of France and Germany, Basel (also known 

as Basle or Bâle in French), is a beautiful place to visit, filled with plenty of 

interesting activities. Best known for its art scene, Swiss architecture,

and mouth-watering chocolate creations.

Located along the River Rhine, Basel is currently home to around 180,000 

residents and is the third most populous city in Switzerland. The two largest 

cities being the University city of Geneva and the vibrant city of Zurich. While the 

city of Basel itself was first attested as late as the 4th-century (as the Roman fort 

of Basilia), traces of Romano-Gaul forts in the surrounding area date back

much earlier.

It’s location in the Swiss Rhineland and its proximity to the border with France 

and Germany has helped Basel become an important city for foreign trade 

and banking. As well as being one of the most beautiful places to visit in 

Switzerland, those with an interest in culture will be pleased to know that 

the city has also become an art city of sorts, filled with numerous beautiful 

museums and galleries.

The city is a key international transport hub, with its easily accessible 

airport, a Rhine port, three railway stations, a dense public transport 

network and a modern road system.

FLIGHT CONNECTIONS

EUROAIRPORT
Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg.
Binational airport (Switzerland/France) is located 5 km from Basel city center. The transfer 
time with the airport shuttle buses to the train station Basel SBB and the Congress Center 
Basel is approx. 15 min.

ZURICH AIRPORT.
Switzerland’s international hub is located about 1 h 20 mins from Basel. Intercontinental 
travellers, or delegates from other European cities which do not offer direct flights to 
EuroAirport Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg can reach Basel through Zurich Airport.

RAIL CONNECTIONS

SBB
Basel is an international railroad junction with direct high speed train connections
by ICE from Germany and by TGV from France.
Frankfurt by ICE: 2h 47min
Paris by TGV: 3h 03min
Milan Central by SBB: 4h 06min
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HUNGARY I DEBRECEN
Debrecen is the second largest city in Hungary and it has even played the role of capital 
city in historical periods. Today, it is the capital of the Northern Great Plain region of the 
country. The “Calvinist Rome” is nowadays most popular for its blossoming culture, superb 
higher education, and bustling international student life. The city, rich in monuments as well 
as modern buildings, shopping streets, pubs, and cafés, attracts a lot of attention for its 
internationally renowned events, too. 

Debrecen is surrounded by a semicircle of woodlands on the eastern side. One of the most 
well-built resort centers in the area is Lake Vekeri, home to the Campus Festival at the end 
of July each year. Apart from music programs, the festival also offers sports events, movie 
screenings, and science and arts shows.

In the Great Forest area of Debrecen, also called “the lungs of the city,” there is a medicinal 
thermal bath center called Aquaticum with indoor swimming pools, a covered Mediterranean 
spa, medical facilities, and special medicinal water for many illnesses.

Debrecen has proven multiple times in the past few years that it is able to host the best 
athletes in the world in all kinds of sports such as gymnastics, ice hockey, swimming, 
athletics, skating and last but not least, handball. Its first division women’s teams play in the 
European Cup and before a full house each time.

HUNGARY I BUDAPEST
Budapest is a charming, compact city, rich in architecture and history, buzzing 

with energy, vitality and freshness. Its unique history, attractive sights, rich 
cultural life, excellent local gastronomy, quality wine and modern shopping 
centres make Budapest ideal destinations for all. In this city everything is close 
and within easy reach. If we started playing an association game about Budapest, 
the city’s historic bath culture would probably be among the first things that 
come to mind. There are more than 1,000 natural springs in Hungary.

Besides historic sites, what makes this capital city so appealing? The invigorating 
fizz of an explosion of economic and political change mixed with history.
A number of craft markets and food festivals take place at the beginning of the 
year in the capital and the lower temperatures are perfect for mulled wine and 
trying some great local food specialties. You can also enjoy a cruise tour on the 
Danube with spectacular views of historical buildings like the Parliament or the 
Castle. Bars and pubs are something you cannot miss out on in this city. We love 

our charming little cafés, bookstores that offer great food, refreshing drinks, 
and delicious cakes. A38 Ship in Budapest was very recently named the best 
bar in the world.

Over the past few years, the country and the capital have demonstrated 
its excellent hospitality and skills in organising impressive major sporting 

events multiple times. 
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Basel

Innsbruck

Budapest

Debrecen

Basel » Budapest
1:40 h

Basel » Debrecen
1:55 h

Innsbruck » budapest
1:00 h

Innsbruck » debrecen
1:15 h

WE ARE STRONGER
TOGETHER AND
CLOSER THAN EVER
Charter flights will be available for teams and officials from prelininary rounds
(Innsbruck & Basel) to the main round venues (Budapest & Debrecen).
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ARENAS I AUSTRIA
Innsbruck – Olympiahalle

Olympiahalle, part of the complex of buildings called 
„Olympiaworld Innsbruck“, can look back on a long history: the
hall was already standing in 1964 – built for the first Olympic Winter 
Games hosted by Austria. 12 years later, in 1976, the hall hosted 
Olympic competitions yet again.

Apart from concerts and ther major events, the hall has hosted 
many different major sports events as an Ice Hockey World 
Championship as well as European Championships in volleyball 
and handball. With its capacity of 8,000 spectators, paired with 
state-of-the-art amenities and services, the Olympiaworld
offers event organizers and sport event operators an
overall perfect venue.

 • Parking garage
 • Direct connection to the motorway
 •  VIP area on several levels with panorama view 

to the famous mountains „Nordkette“
 • Several meeting areas
 • Ice hockey arena in the same complex

Details
Capacity: 8,000

MAJOR INTERNATIONAL SPORTS EVENTS HELD HERE

Olympic Winter Games
Ice Hockey World Championship
Handball European Championship
Volleyball European Championship
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ARENAS I SWITZERLAND
Basel – St. Jakobshalle

St. Jakobshalle is the most functional and flexible hall / arena
in Switzerland with state-of-the-art infrastructure and technology
for international events.

Total 10 smaller and bigger halls at the St. Jakobshalle
with different opportunities.

Details
Capacity: 12,400

MAJOR INTERNATIONAL SPORTS EVENTS HELD HERE
AND FUTURE SPORTS EVENTS

Handball World Championship (1986)
European Championship (2006)
World Championship Badminton (2019)
ATP 500 tennis Tournament Swiss Indoors (2019)
UCI Indoor Cycling World Championships (2019)
Longines CSI Basel 2020 horse jumping World Cup (2020)
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ARENAS I HUNGARY
Debrecen – Főnix Hall

Főnix Hall in Debrecen, Eastern Hungary, is the second largest
multi-purpose event hall and sports arena in the country.

The arena floor is surrounded by a retractable tribune system on
all sides. The building boasts 4+1 elevators, cafeterias and cloak rooms 
on each level as well as six locker rooms available for special guests, 
closed commentator stands, background rooms for TV companies, a 
large storeroom, a restaurant, offices and meeting rooms on the first 
floor, and 30 VIP boxes.

The design of the building and its freight entrance make it suitable
for receiving trucks, too.

Főnix Hall is connected to the adjacent Imre Hódos Sports Hall 
through an underground passageway, so that its facilities, in particular 
its arena section, can also be used for training and warm-ups during 
larger-scale events.

In 2004 and 2014, the hall also hosted the Women’s Handball 
European Championship.

THEY HAVE PERFORMED HERE
David Copperfield, Joe Cocker, Bryan Adams,
Lenny Kravitz, Paco de Lucía, Michael Flatley

MAJOR INTERNATIONAL
SPORTS EVENTS HELD HERE
Junior Figure Skating and Ice Dancing
World Championship (2016)

Speed Skating World Championship (2013)

Ice Hockey Division World Championships
(2004, 2005, 2009)

Gymnastics European Championship (2005)

Gymnastics World Championship (2002)

Details
Max. Capacity (concerts): 8,000
Max. Sport audience capacity: 6,500
Parking spaces (car): 500
Parking spaces (bus): 30
Large changing rooms for teams: 6
Meeting rooms: 3
VIP capacity: 622
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ARENAS I HUNGARY
Budapest – Multifunctional Hall
Construction start: 6 September 2019  |  Construction finish: 15 November 2021

The goal of the project is to create multifunctional sport hall with a capacity of 20,000 and a 
floorspace of 49,700m2, suitable for hosting national and international sports events, grand 
concerts, shows and entertainment productions, and other events that attract a significant 
number of visitors. The venue will also have a ground-level car park for 800 cars and a VIP 
parking section for 150 cars. 

THE STRUCTURE CAN BE DIVIDED INTO THE FOLLOWING 
FUNCTIONAL ELEMENTS:
 • Arena hall and visitor areas
 • Sport professional and artist areas
 • Visitor areas
 • Visitor service areas
 • VIP and club areas
 • Media areas
 • Operational areas

SPORT EVENTS
The hall will be suitable to host the following sports:
 • Handball, basketball, futsal, volleyball
 • Ice hockey, ice skating
 • Athletics
 • Combat sports, box, wrestling, taekwondo, judo, karate
 • Swimming (a mobile pool can be installed)
 • Tennis, table tennis
 • Other mass sports
 • Water sports (deploying mobile pool)

TRIBUNE STRUCTURE
The hall will have 20,022 spectator seats with adequate visibility. The tribune will 
consist of 3 tiers, as follows:

 •  Lower tier with approx. 9,000 seats, partly configured with mobile tribunes 
 • VIP tribune seating for approx. 120 guests 
 • Upper tier with approx. 10,000 seats
 • Lower tier with approx. 100 disabled spaces

LOCKER ROOMS
Six spacious team locker rooms (suitable for ice hockey) with locker booths
and showers for 25 persons. Also, with mobile ice baths, massage room.
Furthermore, officiating, coaching and artist lockers and other smaller rooms
will be included.

SKY BOXES, PRESS CONFERENCES
The hall will also inclue 46 sky boxes and a press conference room for
media personnel, interpreting rooms, and a Mixed Zone as well.

VIP CLUB AND VIP SHOW ROOM
200-capacity VIP Platinum Club and a 200-capacity VIP Silver Club.
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The neighboring countries are quickly and easily accessible from anywhere in Europe.
All host cities have airports within easy reach; moreover, Innsbruck, Basel and Budapest
can be accessed via low-cost airlines, too.

Most of the road networks that provide access to the host cities include modern, high quality 
highways for the comfort of guests arriving by car. 

All venues are accessible by train too, at InterCity comfort level and speed at the minimum.
Buses are also available and so are boat rides for those who do not want to miss the prettiest 
landscapes during their travels.

Distance will be a concept unknown to teams in this region. All hotels are located only
a few minutes away from competition and training venues.
All venues related to the events, such as Fan Zones, will be within arm’s reach of fans. 

All-in-all, we offer a solution to teams and fans alike, increasing their comfort level
to a large degree.

All host cities are charming, compact locations, rich in architecture and history, 
buzzing with energy, vitality and freshness. Their unique history, attractive 
sights, rich cultural life, excellent local gastronomy, quality wine and modern 
shopping centers make our cities ideal destinations for all.

Visiting a sports event does not mean we only get to see the arenas. It also gives 
us a great opportunity to explore the cities hosting the competition. Luckily, the 
strength of the host countries differ in the field of tourism as well. Austria and 
Switzerland have those beautiful mountains, while Hungary is famous for its 
freshwater lakes, and thermal baths. These varied geographical endowments 
together create a wonderful setting not only for the matches, but also for the rest 
of the time spent at these destinations.

HEARTLY
WELCOME
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Budapest

5* Team Hotel  5* EHF Hotel

310 Rooms   322 Rooms

14 Meetings Rooms  24 Meetings Rooms

5 km AVERAGE DISTANCE FROM ARENA

Austria

4* Team Hotel  4* EHF Hotel

299 Rooms   159 Rooms

9 Meetings Rooms  4 Meetings Rooms

5 km AVERAGE DISTANCE FROM ARENA

Debrecen

4* Team Hotel  5* EHF Hotel

176 Rooms   179 Rooms

6 Meetings Rooms  8 Meetings Rooms

4i1 km AVERAGE DISTANCE FROM ARENA

Switzerland

4* Team Hotel  4* EHF Hotel

200 Rooms  206 Rooms

7 Meetings Rooms 8 Meetings Rooms

2 km AVERAGE DISTANCE FROM ARENA

ACCOMMODATIONS

46 47



STRATEGIES
AND IDEAS

COMMUNICATION ECOSYSTEM
We would start our communication all over Europe way before the 
actual event to continuously raise awareness and boost the number 
of participants by a series of smart activation and engaging contents. 
We would like to expand the means of our communication by 
involving new target groups, creating new partnership opportunities, 
co-operating with other events and using the power of social media 
in a smart way. We would use all the new features of the biggest 
platforms combined with engaging and original handball content.

We believe that we should act as a team in communication as well.
Therefore, we are considering ideas that can strengthen the 
connection and highlight that handball can be a common field 
for every European. Because all the different platforms Austria, 
Switzerland and Hungary have to offer are even more interesting
and engaging when used in unison.

CONNECTED FAN ZONES
Let’s imagine a Fan Zone where all the fans gather– irrespective of 
their actual physical location.

The Zones will each have a huge screen that will allow fans to see 
the other side and interact with them: from one city to another.
For this purpose, we plan to deploy jumbo screens and high-
resolution streaming. To make this happen we would like to
partner up with uStream, one of the biggest streaming
companies in the world that has a Hungarian origin.
Our main goal is to make everyone feel like they
are part of one giant event – wherever they are.

GRAND HANDBALL DAY 
Let’s show them the fun side of handball, a celebration instead of a regular 
sports event.

As we strongly believe that smaller communities can be activated by the 
power of entertainment, we plan to introduce a certain day in our countries, 
when everything is about handball. On this day, we organize minifestivals
at every participating location (schools, hosting cities, etc.), where people
can glimpse into this amazing world. There will be amateur handball
games, interactive fun activities, and we also surprise the participants
with special guests, such as a famous handball player.
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COOL SPOTS POWERED BY EURO 2024
Let’s position EURO 2024 on top of a regular handball event 
 let’s show all the potentials the host countries have.

During the championship, we will offer a whole package, full of cultural, 
gastronomical and party experiences. To activate the residents of the host cities 
more more, we will create a social content platform, where they can recommend 
different cool spots to visit during the event. A secret landmark, a great 
restaurant, a hidden bar, or even a relaxing bath – things that are perhaps only 
known to locals. From this huge collection of spots all over the three countries, 
we pick the best 222 to be published as a guidebook for the visitors. 

GAMIFICATING THE TICKET HANDOUTS
Let’s find the way to make ticket sales a form of entertainment as well.

We will create different interesting ways for winning tickets or discounts to the 
event. First, by location activation and interest profiling provided by Facebook 
and Instagram, we can activate and hand out tickets as gifts to people who are 

located nearby the arenas. We will come up with other engaging ways people 
will be able to obtain tickets: hidden ticket points, that can be discovered via 
AR throughout the cities, collaboration with national lottery companies to 
create a limited edition of scratch cards. As you can see there are a plenty
of options to make tickets coveted.

HANDBALL DREAM TEAM
Let’s introduce a „dream team” from former players all across the region and make them the 
ambassadors of EURO 2024!

With testimonials, they can be our voice who spread the word. The different strengths they 
have and the different approaches they can bring into this newly formed dream team, can 
make the whole ambassador concept truly powerful. We will also ask them to suggest great 
places to visit around their countries, and based on this idea, an online video series could be 
created about them exploring the 3 cities and the landmarks around it. Such genuine social 
media contents have the power to generate high engagement among the public. 

HELLO WINTER MARKETS
Let’s cooperate with the popular winter markets of the 3 hosting cities.

All 3 countries have real famous winter markets, and luckily, they usually open around the 
end of November/beginning of December. Perfectly timed to promote EURO 2024, as a final 
rush before the great event. There are many ways to cooperate, starting with fun game stalls 
at the market, or even putting a huge countdown installation in the middle of the festival 
locations, with a limited edition of handballs that visitors can win.
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REPRESENTATIVES
AND CONTACTS

Austria

BERND RABENSEIFNER
Secretary General 

AUSTRIAN HANDBALL FEDERATION
Mobile: +43 650 9371571
E-mail: rabenseifner@oehb.at
Web: oehb.at

Switzerland

JÜRGEN KRUCKER
Managing Director

SWISS HANDBALL FEDERATION
Mobile: +41 79 769 23 68
E-mail: jurgen.krucker@handball.ch
Web: handball.ch

INGO MECKES
Sports Director

Mobile: +41 79 415 58 51
E-mail: ingo.meckes@handball.ch
Web: handball.ch

Hungary

GABRIELLA HORVÁTH
Secretary General

HUNGARIAN HANDBALL FEDERATION
Mobile: +36 20 240 9810
E-mail: gabriella.horvath@handballfederation.hu
Web: mksz.hu 
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STRONGER 
TOGETHER

SEE YOU
IN 2024


